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“concluded that the CIA, did’not;"dj- %} T€ u
Tectly, encourage’or. Support” death- v___able. If: U.S intellxgence is to'collect
-squad killings in’E]Salvador, bit it . ;information’about’ death-sguads, it
crlnclzes the agenty ack of early must dO SO by Obtainlng informa“on
'informatxon about:the problem. -
"Responding to allegations that" the

knowledgeable of sich ‘activities.”
CIA had ties'to’Salvadoran, sécurity :. - Bit‘the report criticized US: intel-
forces implicatedis: ‘the slayirigs, a - ligénce agencies for paying little at-
‘committee 'staff heport released last . tention fo death-squad-killings until
;week said that.U.S. mtelhgence offi- .. tWOyears ago’ and’ then tightly re-
_ciais have. sougm 0-hal d stncting us. government circula.
kjllmgs .
v ovUS, intelhgence agencxesﬁhave 2
not,conducted any of their.activities -
in such'a way as to dlrectly encour
:age’ior : support - death- -squad activi
e _tties,™ the ‘report-said.; “To" the con-_
trary,: UsS.; mtelhgence .activities”

-Sq tMty could have
< been and should have been the focus -
of US. intelligence ¢ collectjon earlier
¢ than it was and'a® ‘topic of. US. intelli-

cessfu'hy, at countering death: 'squad - & - Sumers,” the r report said. -

activity, reducing:the power of indi- "+ Asked .about the report isstied: by
viduals connected. with death.: the ‘Democratic-controlled commit-

- © ’squads, and-seeking: their- -removal“tee, former: Democrati¢: Rep. :James= -

‘{romi“positions of :authority.;  Shannon™of: :Massachusetts:: who re-%:
“7The feport;added’however,; ~.quested’ Ahe':deathsquad- Anvestiga-

*some U.S. intelligence relatlonshxps - tion in March questionéd the panel’ s
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:“from ‘individuals" associatéd with- or.

tion of the’ inform txon it had collect- .
“ed.”!

gence analysis available - to a‘more-. 5
:have-been: directed, sometimes; Suc: . Widespread group of policy-level con-‘ war against lefst. guemllas'

'tl
s CIA spokeswoman Kathy Pherson
‘declined comment,on the House re-.

N
-‘makes ‘|t sound * Shanno :

e contendea" 'fhat' COmm:

3¢ Human-rlghts g
.more than.50,000. cmhans have been
killed dunng five years of civil-war’
in El Salvador: Many of-the .victims'
are believed to have been murdered.,
-by death: ‘Squads that :reportedly . in-.
cluded members of the government s :
security rorcee

The" Reagan admimstratlon says;

that ‘while such’ political - slayings;;_-'

‘continue, thé ‘Salvadoran™: ~govern-:
‘ment has ‘succeeded- in sharply re- -’
‘ducing“their namber, &nd has:’ re- -
‘moved ‘some ‘officials- implicated-1i"
-the violence, The United States backs
‘the Salvadoran | .government-in“its

_port. R _
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_rity_and - mlmary forces as well as,._ :
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ASSOCIATED PRESS , ;
.. -AHouse Intelligence Committee investiga-
tion has concluded that the CIA did not
“directly encourage or support” death squad
killings in El Salvador, but criticizes the agen-
cy’s lack of early mfomatxon about the prob-
lem.

Responding to pubhc allegatlons that the.

CIA had des to Salvadoran security forces
implicated in the slayings, a committee staff
report said U.S. intellipence officials have
sought to halt death squad killings: -

“U.S. inteiligence agencies have not con-
ducted any of their activities in such a way as
to directly encourage or support death squad

activities,” the report said. “Tb the contrary, -
U.S.intelligence activities have been directed,
sometimes successfully, at countering death

squad activity, reducing the power of indi-
viduals connected with ‘death squads, and
seeking their removal from positions of
authority”

The report added, however that “some U.S.
intelligence relationships with individuals
connected with death squads” may have given
the impression to Salvadorans that the CIA

“condoned, because it was aware of, some
death squad activities”

The report said such contacts are “regret-
table but perhaps unavoidable. If U.S. intel-
ligence is to collect information about death
squads, it must do so by obtaining information

from individuals associated with or.

knowledgeable of such activities” -

But the report criticized U.S. intelligence
agencies for paying little attention to death
squad killings until two years ago and then
‘tightly restricting US. government circula-

_tion of the information it had collected.
- “Death squad activity could have been and
- should have been the focus of U.S. intelligence
collection earlier than it was and a topic of
U.S. intelligence analysi$ available to a more
widespread group of policy level consumers,”’
the report said.

Asked about the report by the Democrat-

.doran government has succeeded in sharply

- United States backs the Salvadoran govern-
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controlled committee, former Rep. Jamest
Shannon, D-Mass., who requested the death
squad investigation last March, questioned
the panel’s conclusion clearing the CIA.

" The information is “certainly not as conclu-
sive as the committee makes it sound” Mr.
Shannon said. He contended committee inves-
tigators- “haven’t looked. at it carefully
enough.” .

Mr. Shannon's request followed published
reports citing past U.S. government training
of and intelligence connections with some |
Salvadoran security officials who have been:
linked to rightist death squads.

Human nghts groups estimate that more -
than 50,000 civiiians have been killed during :
five years of civil war in El Salvador, many :

‘believed murdered by death squads that

reportedly include members of the govern-
ment’s security forces. )

The Reagan administration says that whxle
such political slayings continue, the Salva-

reducing their number and has removed
some officials implicated in the violence. The

ment in its war against leftist guerrillas.

CIA spokeswoman Kathy Pherson declmed
comment on the House report.

Without mentioning names of specific.
Salvadorans, the report added that the CIA
lacked “complete knowledge” about some
officials it had relationships with. “This is
disturbing,” the report said.

“The staff’s review, however, also reveals

‘high-level sensitivity, both within the intel- |

ligence community and at senior policy lev-
els, to the serious nature of Salvadoran death
squads The staff recognizes that there is a i
firm commitment to collect intelligence on °
death squads and to take all- appropnate
actions to end such activities.”

The death squad report, completed last
month, was included in a 19-page committee
report on the panel s activities over the past ;
two years.
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House Panel Absolves CIA
No Salvadoran Death Squad Tie Found. -

"By Robert Parry . (

Associated Press,

f

A House investigation has con-
cluded that the Centra! Intelligence
Agency did not “directly encourage
or support”™ death squad killings in
El Salvador, but criticizes the agen-

~ cy's lack of early information about

the problem. -
Responding to public allegations

that the CIA had ties to Salvadoran

security forces implicated in the
slayings, a report by theé House Per-
manent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence staff said U.S. intelligence
officials have sought to halt death
squad killings.

“U.S. intelligence agencies have
not conducted any of their activities
in such a way as to directly encour-
age or support death squad activ-
ities,” the report said. “To the con-
trary, U.S. intelligence activities
have been directed, sometimes suc-
cessfully, at countering death squad
activity, reducing the power of in-
dividuals connected with death
squads and seeking their removal
from positions of authority.”

. The report added, however, that -
“some U.S. intelligence relation- -

ships with individuals connected
with death squads” may have given
Salvadorans the impression that the

CIA “condoned, because it was

aware of, scme death squad activ-

ities.” -
" The report said such contacts are

&

" “regrettable but perhapss unavoid-

able. If U.S. intelligence is to collect

information about death squads; it -
- must do so by obtaining information
from individuals ‘associated with or _

knowledgeable of such activities.”.

But the report criticized U.S. in-
telligence agencies for paying little
attention to death squad- killings
until two years ago and then tightly
restricting U.S. government circu:
lation of the information it had col-
lected. g

Asked about ‘the repbrt by the

Democratic-controlled - committee,

former representative James M.

Shannon' (D-Mass.), who requested
the investigation last March, said
the: information .is “certainly not as
conclusive as the committee makes
it sound.” He contended that com-
mittee - investigators  “haven't
looked at it carefully enough.”

“ Human rights groups estimate

that- more than 50,000 civilians
have been killed during five years of

civil'war in El Salvador, many of

whom they believe were murdered
by death squads that reportedly
include members of the govern-
ment’s security forces,

CIA press aide Kathy Pherson
declined comment on the House
report. '

The death squad report', com- -

pleted last month, was included ir a
19-page committee report, released

last week, on the panel's activities- -

over the past two years,
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